Mothers' perceptions of access to medical care for children in Otago.
Three hundred urban and 350 rural mothers were surveyed about their subjective perceptions of the availability of a doctor for their child. A third of rural mothers and a quarter of urban mothers expressed concern about lack of access. Shared parenting, a high socioeconomic status of mother and her partner and further training on leaving school, were associated with a greater satisfaction with existing services. Mothers with chronic psychiatric morbidity were more likely to express concern. Approximately one quarter of mothers expressed satisfaction with services overall. Specific improvements for child health services included reduced costs and waiting times together with an increase in the range of services available.